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SPHJERITIDJE.

I    I !                        Antennae  short,  eleven-jointed,  clubbed, not geniculate.

' UI    *                  Tarsi five-jointed.   Anterior and posterior coxae contiguous,

ft | ,                     middle coxae separated.   Elytra truncate.   Legs slender.

This family contains one species found in the West of North
America, and Northern and Central Europe. It is a small
insect bearing a superficial resemblance to some of the
Histerids. The antennae possess a three-jointed club, but are
not elbowed. The pronotum fits closely to the elytra, which
i .            are truncate, leaving the apex of the abdomen exposed. The

1                   legs are slender.

It has been found in old fungi, in carcasses of small birds and
mammals and in snails.   The earlier stages are not known.

TR'OGOSITIDJE (Temnochilidce, Oslomidce).
Antennae clubbed on one side. Tarsi five-jointed, first
joint small. Elytra covering abdomen. Hind coxae con-
tiguous, fore and middle coxae more or less expanded.
A family of from 400 to 500 species, mainly found in tropical
regions ; but some of its members have been distributed
about the world by commerce.
They are small insects varying much in form ; some are
round and convex, others elongate and cylindrical. Their
colouring is usually dark. They have strong biting mouth-
parts, short antennae, with the apical joints laterally expanded ;
a well-developed prothorax; elytra which completely cover
the abdomen, and fairly short legs.
A good distinguishing feature between them and the
Nitidulidce is the fact of theix having the first and not the
fourth tarsal joint very small. The larvae are elongate and
parallel-sided, with a large head and well-developed mandibles.
The thoracic legs are short. The apical segment bears two
short, chitinized processes. There are a few bristles on the
sides of the body.
The adults of some genera (Nemosoma, Temnochila, and
Tenebrioides) live in decaying trees on the larvae of wood*